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The ʻOpio has been revamped as a 
newsletter initiative of the Hawaii State 
Student Council that strives to share 
important stories from students for 
students in our public schools. The goal 
of this new initiative is to empower 
student voice by providing them an 
avenue to share their voices through 
story sharing and student highlights. 
The Hawaii State Student Council will 
be using its network of student leaders 
to reach various students across the 
state. 
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Aloha HSSC members! I hope you are all having a wonderful day and an even 
better new year. Can you believe it is 2020 already? It is a new year, which means 
new beginnings and new year's resolutions. My new year’s resolution is to take 
days off to prevent myself from reaching burnout. Since we are all busy students, I 
hope everyone will take the time to relax and have fun. So far, my year has been 
quite successful— I received a few scholarships, got accepted into my college of 
choice, and made everlasting memories with my family and friends. I am very 
excited to see how the rest of my 2020 pans out. I have many goals this year and 
hopefully I can strive to reach them. 

One of my biggest goals this year is to spend time with those close to me and 
appreciate what Hawai’i has to offer. Since my mind is set on going to a mainland 
school, I want to explore my small town of Hilo,  go to the beach, and have late 
night conversations in the Target parking lot. Besides that personal goal, I want to 
create a lasting impact within my school and community. I hope for others to 
remember me as someone who cared for her school and strived to make a 
difference. 

I have many aspirations for the HSSC council this year. Before my term ends, I 
want to impact those around me whether it be at my school or at the state level. I 
hope to inspire those who are younger than me to always follow their dreams and 
hard work does pay off in the end. When I was younger, I did not have a role 
model that I wanted to emulate until I reached high school. She was the president 
of my Junior Achievement company, and I looked up to her so much. I loved her 
passion for helping others, easy-going personality, and drive to get work done. 
Ever since then, I have worked countless hours to be successful, just like she was. 
By the end of my term, I hope to be a role model to others and show them that 
even though it may seem difficult, everything will soon get better.

Another big goal I have for the council is to “be the voice, not the echo.” The SSC 
2020 theme has such a profound message, especially for those of us who are 
involved in council. Even though this great event has passed, I want everyone to 
remember that we have the chance to change the world one voice at a time. 

Jaylen Mae Arzaga
HSSC Vice Chairperson

Jaylen Mae Arzaga was appointed as the 2019-2020 
Hawai’i State Student Council Vice Chairperson. She 
is a senior at Waiakea High School.
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT
Meet a member of the Hawaii State Student Council and how 
one of the promise themes in being implemented at their 
respective school.

MEET

Skecynyth Perlas
Waipahu High

PROMISE THEME: School Design
This edition will focus on the above promise theme:
Students will be immersed in excellent learning 
environments that are thoughtfully designed around 
a community’s power to contribute to a thriving, 
sustainable Hawai‘i.

To learn more, visit hawaiipublicschools.org.

The Academy of Health and Sciences offers Pharmacy Technician and Medical Assistant Programs 
for health students. Pharmacy Technician was started last school year and students were able to 
complete 160 hours of clinical externships with CVS pharmacies and 96 hours with the Kapi’olani 
Community College Pharmacy Technician instructors. Students who completed the program were 
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Waipahu High School is a College and Career Academy High School that prepares students in the 
outside world. There are six pathways that are categorized based on different types of professions. 
During your first year, like any other academies you will first learn safety precautions and the basics. 
After taking the core class, students have the choice to decide what classes they want to take.

available for CVS pharmacies employment. The Medical Assistant Program allows students to get into the career path after 
graduation with no tuition cost. The program is very rigorous that it takes two semesters of coursework and 225 hours of 
clinical externship. This school year, Waipahu High School has its own classroom for the Medical Assistant students. Now, 
students from other schools come to Waipahu just to complete this program.

Waipahu’s competitive cooking team is from the Academy of Professional & Public 
Services (APPS) . We have our own Marauder Cafe where students can cook for teachers 
and staff. They are also in charge of cooking whenever important visitors come on campus. 
Three of the culinary art students were finalists for the localicious recipe competition. The 
APPS academy also has other programs of studies like Law and Justice, where they also 
offer internships at the Circuit Court. The students who are interested in becoming a 
teacher are given an opportunity to be teacher cadets in elementaries or intermediate.

For students who are creative and like to express themselves in many ways, the Academy of 
Arts and Communication is an academy that provides students to be self expressive 

through artistic forms grounded in Hawaii’s value. These students are trained to use their talents and enhance it. They 
hold a contest every year where they design fashionable outfits using recyclable materials. Also, they present their talents 
during their house day where all Arts and Communication students gather and show off what they have been practicing. 

Students have their own greenhouse in the academy of Natural Resources. They also have their own aquaponic system and 
grow different types of fish. They also sell the fish that they take care of to local stores like Foodland. The money that they 
make from is used to provide funds for their academy. This pathway is for students who love working outdoors and do not 
mind getting dirty. 
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Our school also provides a fair education system where there is an academy for students who have special needs. The OHANA 
students are trained to learn life skills that they can use after graduating high school. In our school, they have their own cafe 
where they serve food and drinks to teachers. Along with that, they have souvenir shops where they print and sell school gears 

My academy helped me to be career ready, at first I wanted to be an Aeronautical Engineer, but I am fortunate to be able to 
take the classes that we have in our academy and found out that it was not for me. This is important because a lot of students 
waste their money in their first years of college because they did not know sooner and I am very thankful that I was educated 
about it during my sophomore year. Now, I am leaning towards becoming a pilot, but even if there is no specific area of study 
that Waipahu has for me, I took electronics. Not only did it help me get familiarized with circuit boards and their part, but it 
will also help me understand some concepts when I go to college. When I got accepted for the Hawaiian Airlines Internship, I 
was knowledgeable on the tools that we were using and the task that we were given because of my electronics class.

Along with that, we also have our early college program where you can graduate high school with an Associate’s degree in 
STEM or Liberal Arts. These college classes are free and depending on the university, credits may transfer over. Last year, the 
class of 2019 had 171 students who graduated with college credits. This great opportunity helps students to save a lot of 
money before going into college.

Our principal Keith Hayashi has been working really hard to get all of our academies accredited. In the upcoming year, he is 
planning to build a building where academies are working together. Visitors come from different parts of the world amazed by 
our program that we have in Waipahu. In addition, our sister schools are also expanding and hopefully we will see more 
exchange students in Waipahu, in the next few years.

It takes a lot of hard working teachers and staff working together to prepare students to be college and career ready after high 
school. The teachers are very passionate and students in our school have a 95% attendance throughout the whole year. 
Implementing rules that helps us students to become successful with the school’s saying “My Choice.My Voice.My Future.”

Want to learn more? waipahuhigh.org | Instagram: @waipahuhighschool | Twitter: @waipahuhigh    



Public School Proud
“What are five things that you love about you school?”
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Bronson Azama
Castle High School
- Our community partners.
- Everyone’s like ‘Ohana.
- Passionate Teachers.
- Culture-based 
opportunity.
- Having a 7 acre farm.   

Rhona Lei Anela Batacan
Waimea High School
- Students, teachers, faculty and staff are kind and caring.
- Extremely diverse student body.
- Feeling of family & how close everyone is with each other.
- Many opportunities given (extracurriculars, sports, 
programs, classes, etc...).
- Free education.

Mikaela Briones
Waianae High School
1. My teachers.
2. Our school spirit (Searider Pride).
3. Sense of community.
4. The support of my counselors.
5. Being able to be with my friends.

Noah Candelario
Kailua High School
1. Our P4C program.
2. Passionate Staff.
3. Having basic classes such as AP 
and Honors etc.
4. Science Building.
5. A good Band Program.

Breeze Chinen
Konawaena High School
1. The sense of Family.
2. School Pride.
3. Teachers who truly care.
4. Peers who uplift one another.
5. Opportunities provided.

Melinda Eder
Ka’u High 
School
- Close bonds.
- Culinary Class.
- Music Class.
- Acting Class.
- Recess.

Mckenzie Gabrielle
Campbell High School
1. The teachers’ ability to make 
everyone feel special.
2. Unity amongst the students.
3. There is always opportunities 
presented at Campbell to give back to 
our community.
4. The diversity.
5. The incredible people.

Alapaki 
Kanaina
Keaau High 
School
- The people.
- Facilities
- Location
- Vibe
- The respect.

Matthew Madayag
Farrington High School
1.) Our very diverse community
2.) Lots of support organizations and 
programs for students
3.) Dedicated teachers and staff who 
give more than what they received
4.) Alumni that continue to come 
back and support our students
5.) The best SAC to advise our 
amazing student council

Ronya Malae
Mckinley High School
Five things I absolutely adore about 
McKinley High School are the rich history 
ingrained within each part of the campus, 
the long lasting traditions that continue to 
be upheld, the beauty of our centralized 
campus, the pride that our students carry 
even after graduation, and the legacies left 
behind by our beloved alumni, which we are 
always reminded of when walking through 
the Hall of Honor within the 
Administration building.

Kysha Rae Paglinawan
Hilo High School
The many things I love 
about my school, Hilo High, 
is that we are free to make 
our own choices at school. 
Choosing what subjects we 
want to do and take. Having 
the ability to join clubs and 
make friends with people 
who have the same interests 
as you. But most 
importantly, my school is 
filled with diverse cultures 
and being able to feel a 
sense of belonging and 
value with everyone.

Brennan Tamashiro
Kaiser High School
First, our sports teams. Everyone that participates in 
our school sports teams enjoy the journey with the 
people around us and give us all they got. Secondly, 
the people who go to my school. We may not have 
the best people, or all have the same interests, but 
everyone has heart and is connected through 
friendships. Third, our school spirit! A lot of people 
have school pride, especially in sports. Fourth, our 
parents and guardians that all support us in what we 
do. Last, our campus. We have a beautiful campus, 
which gives off a nice, comfortable and open 
environment. Not to mention our track, "gathering 
place,"(central seating area) and other facilities.

Christmel Ugalde
Leilehua High School
5 things I love about my school are...
1.) How close our friendships are with the 
admin and teachers.
2.) How welcoming we are towards the new 
incoming grade level, new teachers and to new 
students including to our Japanese Sister 
Schools and Military Students.
3.) How close our friendships are with others 
schools.
4.) Our very wide variety of electives and 
extracurriculars.
5.) And our schedule for Final Assessments    
(2 periods a day 8:20- 11:45).

Eiren Tamayo
Waialua High School
1) The teachers and 
staff
2) The students
3) Having a really good 
relationship and
involvement with the 
community
4) The area and scenery
5) Our small population

David Herring
Waiakea High School
I love Waiākea High School! 
The five things that I love: 
bright atmosphere/learning 
environment, amazing 
faculty and staff, AP class 
standards, the unification 
through diversity, and lastly 
the spirit of every 
individual’s determination.



WHAT’S HAPPENING
Here are some upcoming events for you to get involved in at 
your school and make a difference. We encourage you to take 
part in something that matters to you. 

OUR VOICE MATTERS

Why do you believe 
school design is vital 
to a student’s school 
experience?
BY WALLACE PAMO
PAHOA HIGH

I believe school design is vital to a 
student’s school experience because 
it gives opportunities for 
engagement. School design enables 
a learning environment in which 
students can take initiative 
academically, in their extracurriculars, 
and accomplishing their goals.

Upcoming Meeting Dates
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Saturday, March 28, 2020

Saturday, May 9, 2020

All meetings will be held at:

Hawaii State Department of Education
Office of Curriculum and Instructional Design 

475 22nd Avenue
Honolulu, HI, 96816

Student Leadership Conference
2020

Thursday, June 4 - Saturday, June 6, 2020
Moanalua High School

The 2020 Student Leadership Conference will be 
held on June 4-6, 2020 at Moanalua High School. For 
more information and for registration, visit 
www.hssc808.weebly.com

See your school’s Student Activities Coordinator for 
registration information.

http://www.hssc808.weebly.com


SNAPSHOTS THROUGH THE YEAR
It’s time to share those memories throughout the school year! 
Tag us, direct message, or use the hashtag #HIStuCo to share 
your photos and memories. You never know - you may end up 
on featured on the snapshots page!
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Secondary Student Conference 2020
From January 23-25, students had the 

opportunity to network with legislators and 
students from other schools, They also 
learned about student and legislative 

concerns in Education and advocated for 
issues they were most passionate about. It 
certainly was an exciting experience shared 

between like-minded individuals as they 
engaged in this unique, civic-based 

opportunity.



Meeting Agenda

9:00 AM

9:15 - 9:30 AM

9:30 AM - 9:45 AM

9:45 AM - 10:00 AM

10:00 AM - 10:45 AM

10:45 AM - 12:30 PM

12:30 PM - 1:15 PM

1:15 PM - 2:00 PM

2:00 PM - 2:15 PM

2:15 PM - 3:30 PM

3:30 PM - 4:00 PM

4:00 PM

Official Start - Chairperson Alexandra Abinosa Energizer 
and Ice Breaker

‘Opio Newsletter and Communications - Historian Carlo 
Daquioag

BOE Student Report - Student Member Daniella White

Break

National Student Council Recognition and Oscar Program

Student Leadership Conference 2020

Lunch

Committee Meetings

Council Group Photos and Executive Board Group Photo

School and District Reports

Announcements and Reminders - State Advisor Mrs. 
Tiffany Frias

Closing Meeting (Official End) - Chairperson Alexandra 
Abinosa

Hawaii State Student Council
Open State Student Council Meeting #5
February 29th, 2020
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

8


